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Abstract:
The study was conducted in the Junagadh district of Gujarat State using ex-post facto research design. About 70.00 per cent and 59.17 per cent of the trained and untrained farm women had medium extent of adoption of recommended practices of kharif groundnut. The characteristics of the respondents like education, annual income, extension participation, mass media exposure, innovativeness, irrigation potentiality and yield index had positive and significant association with the adoption of recommended practices of kharif groundnut. 
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INTRODUCTION:

Groundnut has a distinct position among the oilseeds as it can be consumed and utilized in diverse ways. Groundnut (Arachis hypogaea.), is an important crop grown worldwide in more than 100 countries. Groundnut is considered as the world’s fourth largest source of edible oil and the third most important source of vegetable protein. It is also a major oilseed legume crop in India and meets about 30 per cent of the edible oil requirements in the country. The botanical name for groundnut, Arachis hypogaea L. is derived from two Greek words, Arachis means a legume and hypogaea means below ground, referring to the formation of pods in the soil. The groundnut is generally distributed in the tropical, sub-tropical and warm temperate zones. The principal groundnut growing states in India are Gujarat, Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Maharashtra, which accounts for more than 85 per cent of the Indian production as well as area.

Thus, it is very much essential to ascertain the technological gaps in groundnut production, in terms of adoption. It would be useful to develop sequential concept of groundnut production technologies with a special reference to the identification of factors responsible for the technological gaps. Accordingly the study focused on the extent of adoption of the respondents about recommended practices of kharif groundnut and to ascertain the association of adoption of recommended practices of kharif groundnut with the selected characteristics of respondents. Thus, adoption of recommended practices of kharif groundnut is one of the ways to increase production per unit of land, water and capital. It is also expected that the findings will be helpful to extension workers, planners and policy makers in formulation of strategies to raise the agricultural production and income per unit area of land.

METHODOLOGY:

The study was conducted under ex-post facto research design. A multistage purposive random sampling technique was followed for this study. The sampling technique is described as under. The Junagadh consists of total 10 talukas. Out of the 10 talukas, four talukas were randomly selected.

           From each selected taluka, three villages were selected randomly. Thus, 12 villages were selected. Ten trained and untrained respondents from each selected village were selected undertaken and hence 120 trained respondents and 120 untrained respondents were selected using multistage random sampling technique with a condition that the respondents had cultivated Kharif groundnut at least for last two years. Thus, total 240 respondents were selected for study.

FINDINGS:
The data in Table 1 indicated that 70.00 per cent of the trained respondents had medium extent of adoption about recommended practices of kharif groundnut. The considerable amount (10.83 and 19.17%) of respondents was in low and high adoption group. In case of untrained farm women, 59.17 per cent had medium extent of adoption about recommended practices of kharif groundnut. The considerable amount (26.66 and 14.17%) of respondents was in low and high adoption group. Since the output of the figure would be in B&W, change it accordingly.

Table 1. Distribution of trained and untrained farm women based on their adoption about recommended practices of Kharif groundnut (N= 240)

	Sr. No.
	Extent of adoption category
	Category of farm women

	
	
	Trained
	Untrained

	
	
	Frequency
	Per cent
	Frequency
	Per cent

	1
	Low adoption

< Mean – S.D.
	13

(up to 67.19)
	10.83
	32

(up to 49.51)
	26.66

	2
	Medium adoption

Mean ± S.D.
	84

(67.20 to 80.42)
	70.00
	71

(49.52 to65.94)
	59.17

	3
	High adoption

>Mean + S.D.
	23

(above 80.42)
	19.17
	17

(above 65.94)
	14.17

	Mean
	73.81
	57.73

	S. D.
	6.61
	8.21


A laboratory is situated at district level. So, it is difficult to get the soil analysis report in time. Hence, this practice was less adopted by the respondents.The data in table -2 indicated that characteristics of the trained farm women like annual income and extension participation had positive and highly significant association with the adoption of recommended practices of kharif groundnut. In case of untrained farm women, annual income and irrigation potentiality had positive and highly significant association with the adoption of recommended practices of kharif groundnut. 

Table 2.
Correlation between adoption of recommended practices of Kharif groundnut and independent variables of respondents (N= 240)

	Sr. No.
	Characteristics
	r- Value

	
	
	Trained Farm Women

n= 120
	Untrained Farm Women

n= 120

	1
	Age
	-0.6009*
	0.3093NS

	2
	Education
	0.6311*
	0.6954*

	3
	Size of family
	0.4731NS
	0.4395NS

	4
	Size of land holding
	0.4691NS
	0.4777NS

	5
	Annual income
	0.7269**
	0.7623**

	6
	Social participation
	0.4934NS
	0.6885*

	7
	Extension participation
	0.8236**
	0.6658*

	8
	Mass media exposure
	0.6682*
	0.6192*

	9
	 Innovativeness
	0.6781*
	0.6669*

	10
	 Irrigation potentiality
	0.6752*
	0.8136**

	11
	 Yield index
	0.6717*
	0.5962*


     *5 Per cent level of Significant r = 0.576


**1 Per cent level of Significant r = 0.708
CONCLUSION:

Majority (70.00 and 59.17%) of the trained and untrained farm women had medium adoption about the recommended practices of kharif groundnut. Whereas, 10.83 and 26.66 per cent had low and 19.17 and 14.17 per cent had high extent of adoption of recommended practices of kharif groundnut respectively.To increase the Kharif groundnut growers adoption of recommended practices of Kharif groundnut they should be facilitated with latest technical know - how and motivated to participate in the extension activities. Besides, the extension agencies and input agencies working in the area should make concentrated efforts to organize extension activities such groundnut crop demonstration, farmers’ day, farmers’ training and to persuade them to participate actively in these activities. They should also be advised to participate more actively in the social organizations.
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